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Late  today  the  Dep't  announced  a  reseal  program  on  four  farm- stored  price- 
supported  grains — 1959  crop  com,  wheat,  barley  and  grain  sorghums,  permitting 
farmers  to  keep  them  under  price  support  loans  for  another  year  following 

maturity  date  of  original  loans  in  i960  For  release  Sat.  afternoon  is  the 

announcement  of  Sec'y  Benson's  appointment  of  Garland  Marshall,  former  Texas 
Ext.  official,  as  exec,  sec'y  to  the  Committee  for  the  Rural  Development  Program. 

 .Also  late  today  the  Dep't  determined  that  oats,  cottonseed,  flaxseed 

and  soybeans  will  be  in  surplus  supply  for  purposes  of  $50,000  nonrecourse  price 
support  limitation  on  i960  production,  but  that  dry  edible  beans  will  not  be  in 
surplus  for  this  purpose.    For  all  "surplus"  crops  except  tung  nuts,  a  20$ 
reduction  from  '59  acreage  will  be  considered  a  production  reduction  equivalent 
as  required  by  law  to  avoid  the  price-support  limitation. 

IRRADIATION  FOR  LONGER  FOOD  LIFE 

Sec'y  Benson  told  United  Fresh  Fruit  and  Veg.  Ass'n  in 
Chicago  this  week  that  researchers  are  working  with  irradiation 
and  antibiotics  to  cut  down  food  spoilage.    He  noted  also  that 
cooperation  between  farmers,  industry,  and  gov't  is  helping  to 
lower  costs,  improve  quality  and  expand  markets  as,  for  example, 
the  Department's  work  with  food  stores  in  developing  cheaper  and 
better  ways  of  handling  and  selling  fresh  produce. 

PRES.  EISENHOWER  OBSERVES  FARM  B ' CASTING  DAY 

Here's  the  text  of  the  telegram  sent  by  President  Eisenhower  to  Wally 
Erickson,  president  of  NATRFD  last  Monday: 

"It  is  a  pleasure  to  join  in  the  observance  of  the  fourth  annual  Farm 
Broadcasting  Day. 

Those  in  agriculture  --  the  producers,  processors,  transporters,  and 
consumers       all  are  keenly  aware  of  the  services  performed  by  the  farm  broad- 
casters on  radio  and  television.    These  broadcasters  provide  the  national 
community  with  timely  and  useful  information  about  agriculture  and  its  products. 

I  am  delighted  to  add  my  best  wishes  for  the  success  of  Farm  Broadcasting 

Day." 


BWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER 
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MARKETING  CHARGES  CONTINUE  CLBffl 

Costs  of  marketing  farm- produced  foods  eased  upward  during  1959,  "but 
slower  than  before  -  only  one  percent  during  the  year.    Our  economists  figure 
they'll  continue  to  rise  during  196O0    Meanwhile  prices  that  farmers  received 
for  the  foods  they  produced  were  seven  percent  lower  in  1959  than  1958  and  this 
resulted  in  a  drop  in  retail  food  prices- --the  first  since  1955. 

COTTON  PICTURE  LOOKING  UP 

Our  cotton  carryover  on  August  1  of  this  year  should  be  almost 
half  a  million  bales  less  than  the  carryover  last  August,  according 
to  our  Agricultural  Marketing  Service.    The  economists  credit  several 
factors.    First,  the  mills  in  this  country  have  increased  their  use 
of  cotton.    Second,  mills  in  other  countries  are  using  a  record  amount 
of  cotton  while  cotton  production  in  other  countries  has  gone  down. 
This  means  more  export  of  U.S.  cotton,  probably  at  least  six  million 
bales. 

COWS  ACROSS  THE  FENCE 

Joel  Chandler,  WCAX-TV,  Burlington,  Vt.,  reports  on  the  second  annual  TV 
Dairy  Days  series  on  the  daily  15  min.  "Across  the  Fence"  show,  presented  by 
the  Vermont  Extension  Service  and  emceed  by  Joel  for  the  past  k  years.  Joel 
says  they  take  one  topic  concerning  dairying  and  deal  with  that  exclusively  on 
the  show  for  the  entire  week.    They  offer  viewers  a  complete  brochure  on  the 
subject  which,  for  this  year's  series  was  "Winter  Feeding".    The  series  was 
started  last  year,  and  proved  so  popular  with  Vermont  dairymen  that  it  was  made 

an  annual  feature  Carl  Sorenson  of  the  AMS  Information  Office  in 

Dallas  reports  a  sleek,  black  Cadillac  from  Wyoming  making  the  rounds  of  the 
stock  shows  bearing  a  sign  which  reads:    "For  Whom  the  Bulls  Toil". 


STATEMENT  ON  CCC  STORAGE  OPERATIONS 

In  view  of  the  rather  wide  current  interest  in  grain  storage 
operations  of  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation,  we  here  flag  your 
attention  to  a  25-page  statement  on  the  subject  by  Clarence  D. 
Palmby,  Associate  Administrator  of  CSS.    This  statement  was  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Palmby  before  the  Inter- Governmental  Relations 
Subcommittee  of  the  House  Government  Operations  Committee  on 
January  29.    We  will  be  glad  to  send  you  a  copy  upon  request. 

PLENTY  OF  FEED 


Our  feed  specialists  say  we've  been  using  up  feed  grains  at  a  record  rate 
during  the  past  few  months,  but  that  we  still  have  record  stocks  on  hand. 
Stocks  of  corn  and  sorghum  grains  are  both  quite  a  bit  higher  than  they  were 
a  year  ago,  and  prices  for  both  of  these  grains  are  lower.    However,  supplies 
of  oats  and  barley  are  smaller,  and  oat  prices  are  running  higher  than  last 
year's  levels.    Our  economists  predict  that  feed  grain  prices  during  the  first 
half  of  this  year  will  continue  to  be  slightly  lower  than  they  were°during  the 
same  period  last  year. 
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FARM  BROADCASTING  DAY  ANTE  POST  MORTEM 

By  the  time  most  of  you  read  this,  the  fourth  annual  Farm  Broadcasting  Day 
will  have  become  history,  glowing,  we  hope.    If  experiences  of  the  first  three 
are  an  indication,  there  will  have  "been  considerable  local  steam  generated  for 
this  year's  observance  tomorrow.    Please  let  us  know  what  happens  in  your  area. 
FB  Day  Chm.  "Doc"  Webster,  WOT,  Jamestown,  N.Y.,  would  like  to  know,  too. 

Around  here,  requests  (and  blank  tapes)  for  the  recorded  statements  which 
Jack  Towers  and  George  Loesing  were  grinding  out  in  quantity  kept  pouring  in 
until  the  last  minute  this  week. .. .generated  by  our  announcements  in  this  Letter 
and  in  Harold  Fellows'  weekly  letter  to  members  of  the  National  Association  of 
Broadcasters. 

We  did  very  well  in  rounding  up  taped  statements  by  the  national  figures 
invited  this  year  to  participate.    All  came  through  except  Jim  Patton  of  the 
Farmers*  Union  who  was  down  with  the  flu  (he  was  included  last  year)  and  Federal 
Communications  Com'r  Rosel  Hyde,  who  became  so  involved  in  hearings  at  the  FCC 
and  out  on  the  Hill  that  he  just  couldn't  get  it  done,  though  he  wrote  us  a  good 

letter  over  the  weekend.    He  said  "  This  is  certainly  a  most  worthy  effort  in 

promoting  an  over-all  public  interest. .. .1  offer  my  congratulations  to  the 
co- sponsors 

Those  hearings  which  were  going  on  made  getting  the  network  chiefs  on  tape 
a  bit  of  a  scramble,  too.    ABC  pres.  Leonard  Goldenson  came  by  our  little 
recording  studio  personally  to  do  his  bit  (announcing  meanwhile  that  next  year 
ABC-TV  will  have  a  weekly  farm  show).    (He  was  also  impressed  to  see  where  the 
ABC  weekly  "American  Farmer"  comes  from).    (We  all  are).    CBS  radio  president 
Arthur  Hull  Hayes  and  MBS  president  Bob  Hurleigh  mailed  their  tapes  in.  NBC 
board  chairman  Bob  Sarnoff  put  his  on  the  wire  from  N.Y.  to  WRC,  Washington, 
Friday,  then  a  messenger  rushed  it  here  minutes  before  the  absolute  deadline. 
NATRFD  Prexy  Wally  Erickson's  tape  arrived  from  Fresno  in  the  last  possible  mail 
Friday.    Altogether  it  was  an  interesting  exercise. 

TWO  NEW  MACARONI  WHEATS  RELEASED 

USDA  and  the  N.D.  Ag.  Exp.  Station  have  released  two  new  durum 
wheat  varieties  for  seed- increase  next  summer  in  North  Dakota  and 
nearby  States.    These  two  are  reported  to  have  better  resistance  to 
Race  15B  stemrust  than  any  variety  now  available  to  growers,  and  to 
yield  as  well  or  better  than  present  commercial  varieties.  Both 
show  good  characteristics  for  producing  semolina  flour,  basic 
ingredient  of  macaroni.    Their  names  are  Wells  and  Dakota,  and  they 
ripen  early  on  short,  strong  straw. 


BASIC  USDA  DISCOVERY  ON  ABC-TV 

Our  Drs.  Harry  Borthwick,  ARS,  and  Karl  Norris,  AMS,  will  appear  on  ABC-TV, 
12  to  12:30  EST,  Sunday,  Feb.  ll+,  on  Johns  Hopkins  File  7  to  discuss  the  dis- 
covery by  USDA  scientists  of  the  triggering  mechanism  for  all  plant  development. 
Lynn  Poole,  is  emcee.    Producer  Leo  Geier  is  formerly  of  this  office,  now  ass't 
(to  Poole)  dir.  of  pub.  rel.  at  Johns  Hopkins  Univ.  in  Baltimore. 

BIRDS  OF  A  FEATHER 

The  Crop  Reporting  Board  says  that  during  1959 >  the  first 
full  year  of  compulsory  poultry  inspection,  more  than  one  and  a 
half  billion  head  of  poultry  came  under  the  scrutiny  of  Federal 
inspectors.    This  includes  chickens,  turkeys  and  ducks,  and  it 
figures  out  better  than  six  billion  pounds  of  birds. 
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CF  MIKES  AMD  MEN 


Norman  Kraeft,  WGN,  Chicago ,  is  busy  speechifying  these  days.    Last  week 
he  gave  the  major  address  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  LaGrange  County  (ind. ) 
Soil  Conservation  District.    Next  Monday  he's  the  feature  speaker  at  a  customers' 
"banquet  of  an  elevator  in  Nachusa,  111.    He's  already  billed  to  talk  to  farmers 
in  Somonauk,  111.  and  on  March  7 >  8  and  9  he'll  attend  the  25th  North  American 
Wildlife  Conference  at  Dallas,  Tex. ,  and  tell  over  1,000  people  "How  Conserva- 
tion Meets  My  Recreational  Needs.  "How  does  it,  Norm?  Another  busy 

operator  is  Dave  Bateman,  N.  Dak.  Ag.  College,  Fargo.    He's  doing  two  "This 
Business  of  Farming"  3-min.  shows  daily  on  WDAY,  Fargo.    These,  with  his  "Down 
to  Earth"  and  "Farm  Index"  plus  "Country  Line"  on  TV,  give  Dave  a  full  day. 

What  about  the  nights,  old  boy?  Bill  Mason,  WLS,  Chicago,  sends  us 

a  new  picture  of  him  standing  in  one  of  the  pens  at  the  Chicago  Union  Stockyards, 
along  with  John  Almburg,  mkt.  reporter., .....  Bill  Smith,  KOAC,  Corvallis,  Oregon, 
does  5  min.  TV  film  clips  on  specialty  crops  such  as  walnuts,  prunes,  etc. 
Following  them  thru  seasonal  processing  for  use  in  weekly  15  minute  shows  is 
done  by  co.  agts.  on  Bill's  "shoestring"  budget.    These  costs  are  reasonable  - 

$3.63  per  min.  of  finished  film....  Howard  Hass  of  ARS,  now  edits 

the  monthly  mag.  "Agricultural  Research".  He  used  to  handle  radio/TV  for  ARS. 

THREE  VIDEO  NEWS  BULLETINS  THIS  WEEK 

Designed  for  use  on  regular  newscasts  or  farm  programs: 

(1)  New  Delhi  Fair    two  pictures  showing  record  crowds  and 
model  farm  community.     52  seconds  Bulletin. 

(2)  Boy  Scout  Week;  one  picture-release  3  p.m.  Feb.  9.  30  sec. 

(3)  i960  Maid  of  Cotton,  one  picture  shows  her  on  her  Wash.  D.C. 

visit,    ho  seconds. 

ON  THE  NETWORKS  NEXT  WEEK 

" Smoke y  Bear's  Birthday"    A  report  from  the  scene  of  the  celebration  on 
"Agriculture  USA"  over  a  variety  of  stations. 

"The  St.  Lawrence  Seaway"    A  look  at  what  its  first  year  of  operation  has 
meant  to  farmers  on  the  American  Farmer  program  over  ABC,  Feb.  13. 

"Highlights  of  the  National  Youthpower  Congress"  on  the  National  Farm  and 
Home  Hour  over  NBC,  same  date. 

"Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Report"  over  the  Mutual  radio  network  at  12:05  EDT. 
Beginning  Feb.  15,  it  will  be  aired  6:35-6:^5  a.m.  EST.    Consult  local  schedules. 

TOPICS  FOR  YOUR  TAPE 

"Smokey  Bear  Has  a  Birthday"  -  Jack  Towers  reports  from 
Smokey's  home  at  the  National  Zoological  Park  in  Washington. 

(11020)  TIME:  k:02 

"Conservation  Reserve  Pays  Off"  -  Hubert  Dyke,  CSS,  tells 
how  and  why.  (12Q20)  TIME:  1:50 

"Big  Change  in  Dairy  Marketing"  -  Jack  Towers  gets  the 
story  from  Herb  Kriesel,  AMS.         D-3Q20)  TIME:  k:10 


Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  Ss  Television  Service 
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Off|ceM)f  Information         Department  of  Agriculture 
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Dear  Farm  Broadcasted:  _„ 

Today  at  noon  the  Crop -Reporting  Board  issued  its  annual  Livestock  and 
Poultry  Inventory  showing  cattle  numbers  at  a  nev  high,  hog  numbers  up  three 
percent  from  this  time  last  year,  and  sheep  numbers  up  two  percent.  Chickens 

and  turkeys  dropped  four  percent  This  evening,  Secretary  Eenson 

talks  to  the  national  Youthpower  Congress  in  Chicago.  He  points  out  that  even 
though  we  are  a  well-fed  nation.,  many  people --especially  many  teenagers- -don't 

have  adequate  diets  Yesterday  P.L.  ^80  agreements  were  signed 

with  Poland  to  sell  that  country  22  million  bushels  of  our  wheat. 


GUIDES  FOR  VEGETABLE  GROWERS 


This  week  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Service  announced  its 
acreage  marketing  guides  for  spring  vegetables.    The  economists 
say  that  if  vegetable  growers  follow  these  recommendations  the 
vegetable  supply  should  meet  demand  and  prices  should  be  fairly 
steady.    In  general,  the  guides  call  for  a  three  percent 
reduction  in  acreage  of  vegetables.    A  more  detailed  report  of 
the  recommendations  will  be  distributed  by  USDA  and  the  State 
Agricultural  Extension  Services. 

NEW  LAMB  GRADE  STANDARDS  MARCH  1 


Tomorrow  the  Federal  Register  will  publish  the  revised  standards  for  grades 
of  lamb  and  mutton  which  will  be  effective  March  1  and  which  reduce  the  minimum 
requirements  in  Prime  and  Choice  Grades.    AMS  specialists  say  this  should  have 
the  effect  of  lowering  average  fatness  in  those  grades.    Also,  there  should  be 
a  sizeable  increase  in  the  number  of  lambs  which  will  qualify  as  Prime,  and 
this  will  provide  two  grades- -Prime  and  Choice — with  volume  enough  for  effective 
marketing. 


FARM  BROADCAST ING  DAY  RESULTS 


Good  reports  of  local  activity  in  connection  with  Farm 
Broadcasting  Day--Feb.  6--continue  to  come  in.    We  plan  to  give  you 
a  roundup  of  these  in  next  week's  letter. 
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LET'S  SEND  HIM  OUR  BEST.' 

Hilary  Phillips,  Producer  of  BBC's  Farm  Television  Program  in  Birmingham, 
England,  sends  us  a  hurried  request  this  week  for  film  clips  of  American  farm 
television  programs.    Hilary  says  the  BBC's  Advisory  Committee,  meeting  early 
in  March,  would  like  to  see  samples  of  these  efforts. 

John  Dunkerley,  BBC  Midland  Region  Controller  who  visited  with  many  farm 
televisers  in  North  America  last  fall,  has  suggested  his  people  study  some  of 
our  techniques.    If  you  have  a  kinescope  of  one  of  your  typical  shows  (or  part 
of  one)  and  can  spare  it  for  a  few  weeks,  please  send  it  to  this  office  right 
away. 

USDA'S  TV-PACKAGED  "RESEARCH  ROUNDUP" 

These  four  one -minute- one -pix  features  this  week  include: 
(1)  "A  Moisture  Meter  for  Seeds"  -  new  device  developed  to  test 
when  crop  is  ripe  for  harvest;  (2)  "Transplanting  Bees"  -  showing 
alkali  "bees  for  seed  pollination  "being  transferred  to  a  prepared 
nesting  site  in  plastic  tubes;  (3)  "Oil  Growing  on  Trees"  with 
U.S.  farmers  harvesting  tung  oil  -  source  of  ancient  Chinese 
lacquers,  now  used  in  modern  paints;  (k)  "Artificial  Respiration 
in  Reverse"  -  A  cherry  reminder  of  G.W. 's  Birthday  -  dunking 
cherries  to  keep  them  fresh  -  a  breath-taking  story. 

SMITTY  INVADES  EUROPE 

Harold  J.  "Smitty"  Schmitz,  KFEQ-KFEQ-TV,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  is  leading  his 
station's  farm  tour  group  through  six  European  countries.    Earlier  this  week 
they  took  in  the  famous  Perth  Beef  Cattle  Sales  in  Scotland.    Yesterday  Smitty 
planned  to  send  some  tapes  back  from  London  to  his  St.  Joe  show.    Today  they're 
seeing  farming  in  Surrey,  and  then  taking  off  for  Paris.    Monday  they  plan  to 
visit  high- producing  dairy  cattle  farms  in  Switzerland.    They'll  also  take  in 
West  Germany  and  the  Netherlands  before  getting  back  to  St.  Joe  Feb.  2k. 

THANKS  FOR  THOSE  GOOD  WISHES  -  RENAUD 

Jules  Renaud,  R££DV,  is  back  at  work  almost  full  tine  now.  He 
says  it  mas  mighty  good  to  hear  from  friends  all  over  when  he  was 
in  the  hospital  and  asks  us  to  thank  you  folks  in  Australia,  England, 
Italy,  France,  China,  as  well  as  North  America,  who  sent  cards  and 
greetings. 

ADVISORS  SUGGEST  MORE  FOOD  COST  STUDIES 

USDA's  Food  Distribution  Research  and  Marketing  Advisory  Committee,  which 
met  here  last  week,  will  make  its  formal  recommendations  in  the  next  few  weeks. 
While  here,  members  indicated  they  consider  more  costs  and  margins  data 
especially  needed  for  the  dairy,  egg,  sugar,  and  turkey  industries.    They  were 
also  critical  of  the  short  shelf- life  of  consumer-packaged  meats  and  cut-up 
poultry.    They  want  new  and  better  ways  of  handling  perishables  in  retail  stores. 

HOG  PRICE  OUTLOOK  BRIGHTENS 

AMS  economists  say  the  outlook  for  hog  prices  during  the  last 
half  of  i960  has  brightened  considerably.    They  expect  summer  prices 
considerably  above  a  year  ago.    They  also  note  some  sign  that  the 
recent  pattern  of  2-year  increase  and  a  2-year  decline  in  production 
may  be  getting  a  little  shorter  and  changes  in  production  somewhat 
smaller . 
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PEMN  STATE  CHANGES  TAPE  SERVICES 


Elton  Tait,  Penn.  State  Ext.  and  his  crew  recently  made  a  survey  which 
shoved  83  stations  using  their  live  or  taped  programs,  but  67  not  using  them. 
Nov  Cordell  Hatch  reports  they're  offering  a  nev  service  patterned  more  nearly  to 
individual  station  measurements. 

They  plan  tvo  services:  (l)  five  Agri-Digest  or  farm  features  on  one  reel 
of  tape  each  veekj  and  (2)  five  Home  and  Garden  features  on  another  reel  of  tape 
each  week.    Each  feature  will  "be  about  2  rnin.  long,  with  20  sec.  pause  separating 
each  feature  on  the  tape.    They  prepare  copy  for  the  Co.  Agt.,  Home  Ec.  or  radio 
announcer  so  he  can  introduce  the  specialist  and  subject  for  each  feature.  Also 
a  closing  remark  to  wrap  up  the  feature. 

ALONG  AG.  TRADE  ROUTES  WITH  FAS 

Among  other  developments  this  week,  our  Foreign  Agricultural 
Service  reports  a  two-member  buying  team  from  Colombia  will  spend 
2  or  3  weeks  in  the  U.S.  this  spring  buying  Romney  Marsh,  Rambouillet 
Type  C,  Corriedaie,  Suffolk,  and  Hampshire  sheep.    Colombia  plans  to 
import  900  head  of  U.S.  sheep  as  part  of  her  program  to  develop  her 
sheep  and  wool  industry. 

Chilled  beef  shipments  from  New  Zealand  to  the  U.S.  will  not  end 
as  previously  indicated,  when  the  shipping  company  withdrew  a  ship 
from  the  run.    Another  ship,  Port  Montreal,  will  begin  a  regular  run 
in  April. 

Mexico  has  a  big  strawberry  crop  this  year  -  about  28  million 
pounds  -  of  which  18  million  are  likely  to  be  frozen  mostly  for 
export  to  U.S.  and  Canada.    A  Mexican  export  company  is  being  formed 
to  ship  fresh  berries  by  air  freight  to  Laredo.    From  there  they  will 
go  by  refrigerated  truck  to  U.S.  markets. 

SMALL  BUSINESS  LOANS  AND  RURAL  DEVELOPMENT 

During  a  meeting  Wednesday  of  the  national  Committee  for  Rural  Development 
Program,  Philip  McCallum,  U.S.  Small  Business  Adm'r.,  pointed  out  that  loans  by 
his  agency  have  made  a  substantial  contribution  to  rural  development  throughout 
the  country.    He  cited  over  1200  loans  for  a  total  of  nearly  $62  million.  These 
loans  were  made  not  only  to  finance  business  building,  conversion  and  expansion, 
but  to  buy  materials  and  supplies  and  provide  working  capital.    In  helping 
finance  local  development  companies,  SBA  helps  expand  businesses  and  diversifies 
job  opportunities.    It  has  also  made  825  loans  for  over  $15  million  to  help 
firms  damaged  by  too  much  rain  or  drought.     It  cooperates  with  educational 
institutions  in  offering  small  business  owners  and  managers  evening  courses  in 
management  and  assists  small  firms  to  locate  marketable  products,  solve  problems 
of  improving  products,  and  in  developing  new  products. 

NATRFD  PLANS  MOVE  FORWARD  IN  FRESNO 

Fred  Milnes,  KFRE,  Fresno  Meet  Chairman,  advises  us  that  plans 
for  the  NATRFD  Summer  Convention,  June  23-25  are  moving  right  ahead. 
He  reports  they're  warming  up  that  heart  of  California  to  give  us  all 
a  chance  to  see  first  hand  how  they  farm,  what  they  farm,  and  what 
their  farmers  go  through  to  harvest,  process  and  prepare  produce  for 
market.    The  ladies'  schedule  is  planned  to  give  them  a  look  at 
western- style  living,  cotton  fashions,  and  a  day  in  the  cool  green 
Sierra  Nevadas.    They  have  set  aside  a  special  tour  of  special  sights 
for  the  kids.    Something  for  everybody.    Any  shishkebab  breakfasts, 
Fred? 


PALE  HMDS  BESIDE  THE  SHALIMAR.' 

Comes  a  picture  postcard  of  a  fancy  hotel  in  India  where  John  Douglass  (who 
sent  the  message)  of  ABC  in  Australia,  Boh  Knowles  of  CBC,  Canada,  and  John 
Dunkerley  of  BBC,  United  Kingdom,  are  attending  a  broadcasting  conference  of 
the  British  Commonwealth.    In  addition  to  a  report  on  the  day's  hunting  hy  the 
Rajah  of  Jaipur  (two  tigers  and  a  hlack  panther)  John  saj/s  the  conference  has 
created  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  rural  broadcasting  and  it  would  appear  that 
hy  using  various  methods  India,  Pakistan,  Ceylon,  Malaya,  and  Thailand  are  going 
to  make  farm  radio  work.    We  might  comment  that  farm  broadcasting  seems  to  be 
doing  fairly  well  on  all  continents  now  except,  possibly,  Antarctica. 

EVERYTHINGS  UP  TO  DATE  WITH  KRECK  .  AM)  NEILAN 

These  are  busy  days  with  Jack  Kreck  -  and  Gary  Neilan,  WDAF, 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and  mo'  meetings.    Kilroy  had  nothing  on  them. 
The  Midwest  Feed  Manufacturers  met  in  l6th  annual  convention  in 
K.C.  Monday  and  they  were  there.    The  Corn  Belt  Livestock  Feeders 
Ass'n  moved  into  town  Tuesday  -  and  they  were  there.  Yesterday 
the  Poultry  Institutes  Fact-Finding  Conference  got  under  way,  and 
they  were  there,  too.    Tomorrow  they'll  be  in  Manhattan,  Kansas,  for 
the  meeting  of  the  State  k-K  Alumni  Directors. 

MAHONEY'S  MUTUAL  SHOW  TO  MOVE  PIT  MONDAY 

Claude  Mahoney's  farm  show  on  the  Mutual  Broadcasting  System  will  move 
Monday,  February  15  to  6:35  a.m.  EST.     (Consult  local  schedules  in  the  various 
time  zones).    His  ten  minute  farmcast  will  be  preceded  by  a  five-minute  newscast 
by  Claude  at  6:00  a.m.  For  the  past  year  or  so,  Claude  has  done  a  7  a.m.  and 
12  noon  five-min.  newscast,  followed  by  his  farm  show  at  12:05  to  12:15  p.m. 

"Highlights  of  National  FFA  Week"  will  gleam  in  the  National  Farm  and  Home 
Hour  on  Sat.,  February  20,  over  NBC  network. 

"Prospects  for  Egg  Prices"  with  Ed  Karpoff ,  AMS  and  "What  Fiber  Identifica- 
tion Act  Means  to  Consumers"  explained  by  Alice  Linn,  FES,  in  the  American 
Farmer  program  over  the  ABC  network  on  Sat.,  February  20. 

"Agriculture  in  Sweden"  as  discussed  by  Harold  Larsen,  just  back  from  a 
four- year  tour  of  duty  as  U.S.  Ag.  Attache  in  Sweden,  in  'Agriculture  USA'  widely 
heard  on  powerful  stations  coast-to- coast. 

TIMELY  TOPICS  AWAITING  YOUR  TAPES 

"Garland  Marshall  Joins  Rural  Development  Program"  -  Statement 
by  Texan  made  Ex.  Sec'y  of  the  Committee  for  Rural  Development  Pro- 
gram Feb.  1.  He  tells  what  he  did  in  Texas  and  what  he  hopes  to  do 
on  RDP.     (No.  1UQ20)  TIME:  1:5^. 

"Canada  Drops  Ban  Against  U.S.  Hogs"  -  Jack  Drisko,  dir. 
livestock  div. ,  FAS,  comments  on  value  to  U.S.  farmers  of  Canadian 
acceptance  of  our  hogs  now  they  are  free  of  VE.     (No.  15Q20)  TIME:  2:2^ 

"St.  Lawrence  Seaway  -  After  One  Season"  -  Pete  Keay,  AMS,  talks 
with  economist  Bob  Haldeman  about  the  impact  of  the  first  season  of 
the  St.  Lawrence  Seaway  and  what  it  means  to  farmers.     (No.  16Q20). 
TIME:  ^:0^ 

Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  i  Television  Service 


RFO  L£ff£R 


.  _  RECORDS 

Radio  FarnTUifectors 

From 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

Dear  Farm  Broadcaster-  February  19,  i960 

Letter  Wo.  912 

mrketsr^s^f :Lr^T^erLof  ,ubi'a's  *b-  stati°nei  »*  21 

and  television  oitlSf         Washington's  birthday  to  provide  reports  to  radio 
^^  ^tf^iT™^-^--?^-.    Prices,  price 
and  feedlot  <,aipC    +v      t  ?    r^oorte^  but  there  will  be  no  coverage  of  range 
Sliday  '         wholesale  ^at  trade,  or  the  wool  trade  on  the  Feb.l2 

Des  Zile^T^L^ e^  covered  will  include  Baltimore,  Chicago,  Denver, 
L^i^if'  I  ^    ?1    '  ^^POlis,  Kansas  City,  Lancaster,  Los  Angeles, 
SrSolif  IX ^.J**?81  St°Ck  YardS'  North  Portland/oklaho^  City, 
SiaPSO  ""J  fOUX  Clty'  Sioux  Falls>  South  St.  Joseph,  South  St.  Paul/and 

£f Pacific  S^cuS;!  SemCe  ^n  ^  aVailablS  °n  thS  LiVeSt0C^  ^/western, 
GUIDES  FOR  SUMMER  AND  FALL  POTATO  GROWERS 

^nJ^og,  the  iss^d  guides  to  help  potato  growers  plan 

their  I960  summer  and  fall  production. 

The  Department  recommends  a  7  percent  reduction  in  early  summer 
potato  acreage  and  a  3  percent  reduction  in  late  summer  acreage.  It 
uiges  fall  crop  growers  to  cut  their  acreage  7  percent. 
mv, ,  DePa^ent  specialists  figure  the  suggested  acreages  and  market 
guides  will  be  enough  to  meet  all  market  needs. 

In  announcing  the  guides,  Sec'y  Benson  says  any  Department 
surplus  removal  help  to  potato  growers  will  be  conditioned  upon 
strict  compliance  with  the  i960  potato  acreage  guides.  He 
anticipates  no  diversion  operations  for  the  i960  potato  crop. 

USDA  ANNOUNCES  SUPPORT  PRICES  ON  i960  CROPS 

1Q,n  This  aftern°°n  the  Department  announced  national  average  support  prices  for 

tlf^Zl011  °T/  ^  fS6d  ****** >  barley>  §rain  sorghum,  oats  and  rye;  oilseeds; 
peanuts;  and  dry  beans.  J  3  J 

Under  the  law  the  corn  support  price  cannot  be  less  than  65  percent  of 
parity,    it  is  therefore  put  at  $1.06  per  bushel,  reflecting  65  percent  of  Feb. 
llrZ^'i        in  ?aSt  ProSrajns>  corn  wiH  *e  supported  through  farm  and  warehouse- 
stored  loans  and  purchase  agreements  available  from  harvest  time  through  May  31, 

The  supports  on  barley,  grain  sorghums,  oats,  and  rye  will  be  at  the  same 
dollar-arid-cents  level  in  effect  for  '59  crops.    The  same  is  true  for  the  »6o 
crops  oilseed,  soybeans,  flaxseed  and  cottonseed. 

Peanut  price  support  levels  will  be  at  a  minimum  of  &201.2U  per  ton.  Thev 

?nTLte  ^  that'  th0Ugh  they  may  be  a<^sted  upward.    Growers  have  to  be 

in  compliance  with  acreage  allotments  to  get  supports. 

same  affor^?*  ****  ^  196°-crop  ^  be  ^-35  per  hundredweight, 
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HEW  EGG  REPORTS  ON  WEST  COAST 

Tuesday  USDA's  Dairy  and  Poultry  Market  News  Branch  issued  its  first  weekly 
report  on  the  volume  of  eggs  moving  into  the  Portland- Vancouver  area  retail 
channels.    At  the  same  time,  this  Service  released  improved  versions  of  weekly 
reports  for  San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles,  and  Seattle.    The  improvements  consisted 
in  increasing  the  number  of  firms  cooperating  in  the  reporting  and  in  the  adoption 
of  better  estimating  procedures. 

CALF  CROP  REVERSES  FOUR-YEAR  DOWN  TREND 

Today  the  Crop  Reporting  Board  announced  the  '59  U.S.  calf 
crop  totaled  over  hi  million  head,  two  percent  more  than  the  crop 
of  '58.    That  increase  reversed  the  down  trend  of  the  previous  k 
years.    Although  k  percent  below  the  record  k2  million  601  thousand 
calves  of  195h,  last  year's  crop  was  7  percent  above  the  ten-year 
average.    All  regions  except  the  North  Atlantic  and  East  North 
Central  States  show  bigger  calf  crops  in  '59-    The  larger  calf  crop 
during  the  past  year  was  due  primarily  to  the  larger  number  of  cows 
and  heifers  on  farms. 

HOMEOWNER  COUNTER-ATTACK  AGAINST  TERMITES 

USDA  Forest  Service  researchers  say  simple  "building  precautions  can  prevent 
almost  all  termite  damage.  They've  just  issued  a  new  booklet  telling  homeowners 
how  to  detect  these  underground  enemies,  how  to  prevent  their  depredations,  and 
how  to  stop  an  infestation  already  started.  The  "booiaet  is  USDA  Home  and  Garden 
Bulletin  No.  6k.  Title:  "Subterranean  Termites,  Their  Prevention  and  Control  in 
Buildings. " 

FARMING  BETWEEN  DISNEYLAND  AND  GOLDEN  GATE 

Fred  Milnes,  KFRE,  and  1IATRFD  Meet  Chairman  (June  23-25)  informs 
us  that  Fresno  in  June  offers  the  perfect  combination  for  business 
and  pleasure  -  in  more  ways  than  one.    He  says  Fresno  County  is  the 
leading  agricultural  income  county  in  the  U.S.,  has  miles  and  miles 
of  orchards,  vineyards,  and  planted  acreage,  and  some  of  the  most 
modernly  equipped  ranches  in  America. 

G.W.  RANKS  AS  TECH  REVOLUTIONIST  IN  AG 

Farmer  George  (Three -Firsts)  Washington,  who  broadcast  the  shot  heard 
'round  the  world,  is  also  considered  around  these  parts  as  one  of  the  early 
vertical  integrationists  in  agriculture.    They  say  that  when  he  got  fed  up  with 
the  price-cost  squeeze  of  the  British  tobacco  market,  he  started  raising  wheat. 
He  ground  the  wheat  into  flour  in  his  own  Mount  Vernon  mill.    Then  made  the  flour 
into  ship  biscuits,  and  sold  the  sea-biscuits  through  vessels  in  the  coast  and 
West  Indies  trade.—  That's  just  one  of  the  reasons  we're  taking  a  holiday  on 
his  birthday  Monday.    Maybe  it  was  one  of  those  he  tossed  across  the 
Rappahannoc  k . 

ADD  PIT  FARM  BROADCASTING  DAY 

Keith  Kirkpatrick,  WHO,  Des  Moines,  reports  they  noted  Farm 
Broadcasting  Day  with  a  taped  talk  by  Homer  Brinkley,  Exec.  V.P. 
of  National  Council  of  Fanner  Co-ops  on  their  6:30  a.m.  farm  news 
and  another  on  their  Corn  Belt  Farm  Hour  Sat.  noon  by  Bob  Sarnoff , 
Chairman  of  Board,  NBC. 
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SOME  FARM  BROADCAST ING  DAY  ACTIVITY 

Wilbur  Levering,  WLBW,  Topeka,  Kans.,  says  he  used  cur  transcribed  state- 
ments plus  statements  from  local  people,  particularly  dirt  farmers,  in  reply  to 
a  question  as  to  why  they  turned  on  their  radios.    Naturally,  they  wanted  to  get 
the  latest  weather  and  market  information.    The  point  was  brought  out  that  they 
could  get  that  type  of  information  as  much  as  k  to  15  to  20  hours  quicker  by 

radio  than  by  any  other  source  other  than  direct  telephone  calls.,,  .  

George  C.  Biggar,  WLBK,  DeKalb,  111.,  on  noon  Farm  Roundup  did  10  minutes  of 
short  interviews  by  telephone  beeper  with  WI3K  area  farmers  and  wives.  Prog. 
Dir.  Bob  Brown  asked  each  one  what  radio  and  other  station  features  meant  the 

most  to  their  families.    George  says  it  made  a  good  listenable  10  minutes  

 < .Many  trade  associations  and  commercial  firms  sent  congratulatory  messages 

to  farm  broadcasters.    Typical  of  these,  in  a  memo  to  500  stations,  Robt.  C. 
Liebenow,  Pres.  of  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade,  congratulated  farm  broadcasters  o: 
FBD,  and  pointed  out  that  the  production  and  marketing  of  our  farm  products 
calls  for  fast,  accurate  dissemination  of  news  and  prices.    He  credited  NATRFD 
and  individual  farm  broadcasters,  in  performing  such  services,  with  a  part  in 
changing  rural  living  patterns  and  helping  farmers  achieve  their  enviable 

production  record  «  FB  Day  Chairman,  "Doc"  Webster,  reported  wires 

from  a  number  of  commercial  concerns  expressing  similar  appreciation  of  the  work 
of  RFDs. 

COMMITTEES  TO  URGE  MORE  BASIC  RESEARCH 

The  Dept's  Research  Advisory  Committees,  which  met  last  week, 
will  shortly  make  their  formal  recommendations  to  the  Department, 

The  Vegetable  Committee  is  expected  to  stress  the  importance 
of  an  immediate  increase  in  USDA's  basic  research.  Preliminary 
reports  indicate  that  Committee  will  point  out  that  it  takes  nearly 
a  generation  to  work  out  solutions  to  practical  production  and 
marketing  problems  after  fundamental  findings  are  made.    If  the 
U.S.  hopes  to  meet  the  food  and  fiber  needs  of  the  next  generation, 
it  will  have  to  step  up  research  now.    To  improve  processing,  the 
Veg.  Committee  will  suggest  digging  deeper  into  relations  between 
physical  and  chemical  composition  of  vegetables. 

The  Livestock  Advisory  Committee  sees  big  potential  value  in 
experiments  to  develop  ways  and  means  to  measure  meat  quality 
such  as  ultrasonic  measurement  of  fat  in  hogs  —  so  farmers  may 
know  the  quality  of  meat  before  the  animals  are  slaughtered. 

The  Farm  Equipment  Advisors  want  research  to  uncover  new 
principles  to  improve  farm  layouts,  better  ways  to  apply  pesticides, 
automation  of  cotton  gins,  and  expanded  studies  on  water  needs  and 
waste  disposal  on  modern  farmsteads. 

DEVELOPMENTS  ALONG  AG.  TRADE  ROUTES 

FAS  notes  a  significant  shift  from  wheat  flour  to  wheat  grain  in  U.S. 
exports  to  Venezuela.    It  says  this  was  due  to  the  building  of  flour  mills  which 
enabled  Venezuela  to  do  her  own  milling. 

USDA  foreign  servicemen  also  report  the  government  and  industry  of  Chile 
are  strongly  encouraging  the  expansion  of  oilseed  acreages,  so  that  Chile  may 
become  self-sufficient  in  edible  oils. 

They  say  the  Colombian  Coffee  Federation  is  starting  a  credit  program  for 
coffee  growers.    It  aims  to  reduce  the  area  now  planted  to  coffee  and  increase 
efficiency  by  converting  shade  plantations  to  sun-grown  plantations.    Also  to 
develop  other  crops  and  livestock,  and  improve  buildings  on  coffee  farms. 
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OLD  PRO  TELLS  HOW  HOLD  ATTENTION 

Inquiring  Reporter  George  German,  WNAX,  Yankton,  S.  Dak. ,  who  does  a  lot  of 
talking  'before  church  and  farm  groups,  offers  this  tip  which  has  worked  for  him 
since  last  October  when  he  "bought  a  grass  skirt  in  Hawaii.    One  way  to  get  people 
interested  in  travelogues  and  get  them  into  a  happy  mood,  says  George,  is  to  put 
on  a  grass  skirt,  an  Hawaiian  shirt,  and  a  Kona  coast  straw  hat.    Then  teach  one 
of  the  crowd  to  do  the  hula  before  showing  the  slides.    He  doesn't  say  whether 
he  ever  gets  around  to  showing  the  slides  after  all  that,  but  presumably  he  does. 

TWO  YEARS  OF  VISUAL  TAPE 

Shades  of  George  Shannon,  WWL,  New  Orleans,  were  seen  here  this 
week.    Lawrence  Carino,  Gen'l  Mgr.  had  a  shot  of  him  recorded  on 
visual  tape  at  the  Ampex  Symposium,  illustrating  video  tape  recording 
in  local  station  operation.    Former  RFD  Merl  Galusha,  now  mgr. 
programming  and  technical  operations  on  WGY  and  WRGB,  Schenectady, 
spoke  on  VTR  as  a  sales  tool.    VP  Leroy  Kilpatrick,  WSAZ-T7, 
Huntington,  W.  Va. ,  discussed  efficient  scheduling  of  crews  and 
equipment  with  VTR.     Program  Mgr.  Lew  Klein,  WFIL-TV,  Philadelphia, 
told  of  their  successful  VTR  operating  policies  and  Prod.  Mgr.  Olin 
Terry,  KFJZ,  Fort  Worth,  showed  production  techniques  with  VTR. 
Consensus:     Video  tape  will  play  an  increasing  role  in  TV  production. 
Some  stations  say  VTR  has  enabled  weekend  TV  farm  shows  hitherto 
difficult  to  produce. 

MORE  TOPICS  FOP.  YOUR  TAPES 

"Good  Year  Ahead  for  Vegetable  Growers"  -  That's  the  way  Will  Simmons,  who 
handles  fruit  and  veg.  outlook  for  AMS,  sums  up  the  demand  trends  for  vegetables 
to  George  Loesing,  RC/TV.     (17Q20)  TIME:  3:^6 

"Farmer  Absorbs  Most  of  '59  Cut  in  Food  Cost"  -  Pete  Keay,  AMS,  comments  on 
the  cost  of  food  marketing  during  past  year.    He  tells  what  part  of  consumer's 
food  dollar  went  to  the  farmer.     (l8Q20)  TIME:  1:38 

"Egg  Price  Prospects  for  '60l;  -  Ed  Karpoff ,  AMS  poultry  economist,  tells 
Jack  Towers,  RtiTV,  how  farmers'  plans  to  cut  laying  flock  replacements  will 
affect  egg  price  prospects  this  year.     (19Q20)  TIME:     3 '.00 

CATCH  THESE  IN  YOUR  NETWORKS  NEXT  WEEK 

"Biennial  Meeting,  Weed  Society  of  America"  -  Highlights  glint 
in  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  over  NBC,~S*at.  February  27. 

"An  English  Farmer's  Impressions  of  Farming  in  the  United  States"  - 
Dairyman  Clyde  Higgs  tells  what  he  thinks  on  the  'American  Farmer' 
program  over  ABC,  Sat.  February  27. 

"Avalanche  Control  at  Squaw  Valley"  -  described  in  'Agriculture 
USA'  on  a  wide  net  of  stations,  large  and  small,  from  coast-to-coast, 
weekend  of  February  27. 

"Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Report"  now  aired  at  6:35-6:^5  s..xa.  EST. 
Mutual  Network, 


Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  &  Television  Service 
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RFD  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Dir 


APR  2  7 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agricultu 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


February  26,  i960 
Letter  No.  913 


At  his  radio  and  press  conference  this  week,  Secretary  Benson  announced 
the  appointment  of  a  long- experienced  research  chemist  and  organizer  of  chemical 
science  to  coordinate  research  on  new  uses  for  farm  products.    As  the  Secretary 
pointed  out,  this  appointment  puts  more  emphasis  in  USDA  on  finding  new  industria 
outlets  for  profitable  uses  of  agricultural  commodities. 

The  man  chosen  is  Dr.  Roy  Chester  Newton,  a  native  Oklahoman,  now  farming 
in  Michigan,  who  retired  last  year  as  VP  in  charge  of  research  for  Swift  &  Co. 
He's  organizer,  past  president,  or  past  chairman  of  several  national  chemical 
institutions. 

UPTURN  IN  MUX  PRODUCTION  THIS  YEAR 

AMS  dairy  economists  notice  a  slow-down  in  the  decline  in  numbers 
of  milk  cows  in  this  country.    They  also  see  price  relationships  likely 
to  continue  comparatively  favorable  to  dairying  in  i960. 

They  say  the  situation  indicates  an  upturn  in  milk  production  may 
occur  this  year.    Numbers  of  milk  cows  for  the  year  may  average  as 
high  or  higer  than  in  '  59>  and  a  further  increase  in  production  per 
cow  seems  likely.    It  is  quite  possible  that  milk  output  will  increase 
faster  than  commercial  use  of  milk  and  its  products  during  the  next 
year  or  so. 

Cash  receipts  may  rise  to  a  new  high  in  '60,  but  part  of  the  rise 
will  be  offset  by  higher  production  costs. 

FUTURE  PROSPECTS  FOR  PROCESSED  FOODS 

In  its  quarterly  review  of  the  National  Food  Situation  released  yesterday, 
AMS  projects  the  outlook  for  use  of  processed  foods  in  the  next  15  to  20  years. 
The  AMS  economists  figure  an  increase  of  as  much  as  15  percent  in  the  amount  of 
farm  foods  we  may  buy  per  person.    They  expect  the  per  capita  of  processed  foods 
bought  for  home  use  to  increase  half  again  as  much  as  that  for  comparatively 
unprocessed  foods. 

They  say  the  prospects  for  more  canned  foods  are  a  little  less  bright  than 
for  processed  foods  in  general.    On  the  average,  they  think  we'll  use  ho  to  50 
percent  more  frozen  foods,  and  maybe  as  much  as  25  percent  more  of  other  processe 
foods.    They  see  only  minor  increases  likely  for  dried,  cured,  and  commercially 
baked  foods. 

Costs  of  transporting  and  handling  foods  in  all  forms  are  likely  to  continue 
to  rise.    Better  handling  of  fresh  and  frozen  products  will  be  needed  to  hold 
consumers,  but  the  economists  are  not  sticking  their  necks  out  trying  to  measure 
the  effects,  or  net  costs,  of  such  improvements  at  this  time. 


VISUALS  AID  FRUIT  AND  VEGETABLE  GRADING 


The  vital  role  of  photographs ,  color  slides,  hand- painted  models  and  other 
visual  aids  in  the  grading  of  fruits  and  vegetables  is  featured  in  the  forth- 
coming March  issue  of  "Agricultural  Marketing". 

The  same  number  also  discusses  market  news  coverage  of  local  livestock 
markets  in  the  Southeast  -  especially  the  expanding  coverage  of  auction  markets 
in  that  section.    Another  article  tells  about  the  phenomenal  broiler  industry  in 
Georgia  and  how  Georgia  expects  to  hold  its  title  as  the  Nation's  No,  1  broiler- 
producing  State.    An  efficient  grocery  warehouse  layout  is  outlined  by  marketing 
specialists  of  the  Department  in  still  another  article. 

OLD  HOME  'JEM. 

Our  old  home  diggings  of  southeastern  Oklahoma  and  adjacent  Texas 
are  being  covered  on  television  nowadays  by  W.  J.  Olivo,  farm  director 
for  KXII,  Sherman  and  Denison,  Texas.    Formerly  an  ass't  Co.  Agt.  in 
Oklahoma,  he  does  a  daily  h5  minute  show  at  noon. 

Speaking  of  that  area,  we  had  a  nice  surprise  upon  learning  that 
Jack  Dillard,  new  farm  director  at  KWKH,  Shreveport,  is  a  native  of 
Marietta,  Okla. ,  15  miles  south  of  our  home  town  of  Ardmore.  Jack 
is  of  a  later  generation,  naturally.    Lake  Murray,  site  of  the 
regional  AAACE  convention  coming  up  April  21  and  22,  lies  between 
the  two  towns. 

WAKE  GRASSES  TO  RECLAIM  ARID  RANGE 

Indian  ricegrass  and  green  needlegrass,  natives  of  the  western  U.S.,  are 
headed  for  a  comeback.    Ranchers  tried  to  restore  them,  but  failed  because  much 
of  the  seed  tends  to  stay  dormant.    Tomorrow  USDA  plant  breeders  will  report 
prospects  bright  for  developing  varieties  with  seeds  that  do  not  lie  dormant 
but  sprout  and  produce  new  plants  promptly.    Once  these  perennial  bunchgrasses 
were  important  forage  grasses  on  arid  and  semi-arid  ranges.    Our  scientists  say 
their  improved  descendants  may  be  again.    Next  time  ranchers  will  take  more  care 
not  to  overgraze. 

SPRING  NATRFD  MEET  SPROUTS  EARLY  IN  S.E. 

Frank  Raymond,  WDVA,  Danville,  Va. ,  sends  word  that  the  southeast 
regional  NATRFD  spring  meeting  will  take  place  in  Danville  on  April  1 
and  2.    Write  Frank  you'll  be  there  to  see  how  the  grits  taste. 

MORE  AMERICANS  TAKING  TO  THE  WOODS 

Even  before  the  Winter  Olympics  this  week  in  Squaw  Valley,  recreation  visits 
to  U.S.  National  Forests  have  been  talcing  some  big  jumps.    USDA  reports  over 
8l-l/2  million  such  visits  last  year.    Recreation  use  has  moved  up  steadily  for 
the  past  15  years.    Hunters  and  fishermen  have  lead  the  trek  to  the  forests  - 
20  million  of  them  last  year,  compared  to  17  million  the  year  before. 

FARM  CO-OPS  KEY  TO  AG.  INCOME 

Farm  Credit  Gov.  R.  B.  Tootell  told  1,000  farmers  and  ranchers 
at  Austin,  Tex. ,  Tuesday,  that  as  food  marketing  becomes  more  con- 
centrated in  a  few  concerns,  farmers  will  have  more  need  than  ever 
for  their  marketing  co-ops.    He  pointed  out  that  as  farmers  have 
to  buy  more  of  their  production  supplies  off  the  farm,  farm  supply 
co-ops  are  likely  to  become  more  important  during  the  next  ten 
years.    He  predicted  his  agency  and  other  ag.  lenders  will  be 
able  to  meet  the  growing  credit  needs  of  farmers  and  their  co-ops. 


NEW  FARM  EXPORT  TRENDS  EMERGING 
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At  Des  Moines  last  Friday  FAS  Adm'r  Dr.  Max  Myers  discussed  before  the 
National  Farm  Institute  some  significant  nev  directions  of  U.S.  agricultural 
exports.    He  estimated  that  this  year  our  total  exports  of  feed  grains,  soybeans, 
protein  meal,  poultry  meat  and  tallow  will  be  at  record  level.    Soybeans  and 
cottonseed  oil  will  be  at  the  second  highest  levels.    Large  second  largest  since 
World  War  H. 

Wheat  should  approach  last  ^rear's  high,  rice  the  second  largest  in  history, 
and  cotton  more  than  double  last  year's  total. 

A  new  element  is  the  increasing  volume  of  farm  products  sold  for  dollars. 
The  e:ipanded  movement  of  soybeans  to  We  stern  Europe  and  Japan  marks  a  new  export 
direction.    Exports  of  more  feed  grains  to  developed  countries  is  another  new 
development. 

Dr.  Myers  discussed  the  problems  too.    The  new  trend  toward  more  farm 
production  outside  the  U.S.  has  meant  more  competition  among  exporting  countries 
for  the  remaining  dollar  markets.    He  warned  that  we  must  be  watchful  at  all 
times  of  the  quality  of  our  exports.    Our  competitors  are  watchful. 

TIMMOIIS  TO  MANAGEMENT 

Another  former  farm  broadcaster  has  scaled  the  next  rung  in  the 
ladder  of  eminence.    Jack  Timmons,  who  lost  his  first  farm  broad- 
casting job  the  day  his  and  Wanda's  first  youngster  was  born,  has 
now  become  assistant  manager  of  KWKH,  Shreveport.     In  the  interim, 
this  one-time  Ellis  County,  Texas,  orphan  has  had  an  outstanding 
career  as  farm  broadcaster  (mostly  on  KWKH)  before  advancing  to 
sales  managership  of  that  station  a  couple  of  years  back.  Along 
the  tray,  he  helped  run  NATRFD  as  VP  and  President  and  later  as 
chairman  of  the  associate  members  group.    The  family  has  grown 
apace,  too.    Congratulations,  Jack.' 

PRICE  SUPPORT -LOAN  PROGRAMS  ANNOUNCED 

Yesterday  the  Department  announced  price  supports  for  extra  long  staple 
cotton  and  honey  and  the  i960  loan  program  for  gum  naval  stores. 

The  latter  support  level  will  be  $28.98  per  standard  barrel  of  pine  gum, 
same  as  last  year,  and  the  program  will  operate  substantially  the  same  way. 

The  i960  crop  of  extra  long  staple  cotton  will  be  at  a  minimum  level 
averaging  53 .0*+  cents  a  pound,  reflecting  65  percent  of  the  February  parity 
price  of  8I.0O  cents  per  pound.    Marketing  quotas  will  be  in  effect  on  the  crop. 

The  price  support  for  honey,  aimed  at  giving  beekeepers  a  chance  to  market 
their  honey  in  an  orderly  way,  will  be  at  the  national  average  price  of  8.6  cents 
a  pound.     In  announcing  the  program,  USDA  urged  beekeepers  to  increase  their 
efforts  to  rent  bees  or  otherwise  use  them  on  a  remunerative  basis  in  pollinating 
important  seed,  vegetable  and  fruit  crops. 

ARKANSAS  TRAVELERS  USE  TWO-WAY  RADIO 

Dist.  Ext.  Agt.  Byron  Huddle st on  opines  that  Phillips  County,  Ark., 
is  pioneering  what  may  someday  be  commonplace  in  extension  work.  They 
plan  to  install  two-way  radios  in  four  extension  cars  to  conduct  their 
extension  programs  more  effectively.    They  expect  to  use  tower 
facilities  of  the  County  sheriff  and  city  police  of  Helena,  and  set 
central  communication  in  the  Extension  Office.    They  call  it  a  fact- 
finding study  project  to  get  data  to  guide  other  extension  workers 
who  may  want  to  add  such  communication  facilities.    Huddleston  sees 
possible  use  of  the  two-way  radios  through  a  radio-telephone  relay 
to  commercial  radio  stations.    He  says  two-way  radio  sure  beats 
lugging  a  tape  recorder  around  for  on-the-spot  interviews.    Also  it 
gives  spontaneity,     (and  continuity). 
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THE  WEBSTER  NETWORK 

Robert  S.  "Doc"  Webster,  WJTN,  Jamestown,  N.Y.,  reports  western  New  York 
living  up  to  its  old-time  national  fame  as  a  center  of  education  and  enter?ainme 
The  Chautauqua  County  Board  of  Supervisors  has  named  "Doc"  to  a  tSee!year  tern 

I  I  nev»C°^  PlanninS  BOard*  HG  alS0  re^orts  the  three- station  "FarmerT 
Network"    WTX)E    Dunkirk,  WJTN,  Jamestown,  and  WGGO,  Salamanca;  making  progress. 

£tifi?!*eS  the  Editor  of  the  Buffalo  Courier-Express  has  become  so 

in/°me       ^  thlnSS  "^"rep^tTiTHi  weekly  column  in  that  paper 
he's  calling  for  special  features  on  them. 

MORE  TAPES  (NOT  RED) 

"Vegetable  Marketing  Guides  for  i960"  -  in  which  AMS  fruit  and 
veg  marketing  specialist  Ernie  Holcomb  comments  on  the  guides  and 

^!iiS  h?W  5°  get  the  Guide  Book  which  carries  the  details.  (No.  20020 ) 
TIME:    1:56  ^~  ' 

"•Unknown  Substance'  in  Some  Silage  Hurts  Animals'  Appetite"  - 
and  Vince  Markley,  of  the  ARS  Information  staff,  explains  the  work  of 
^^svl^1^2dairy  researchers  trying  to  solve  the  mystery.    (No.  21Q20) 

USDA  TV  PACKAGE  FEATURES 

This  week  a  three  minute  TV  FilLm  Featurette:  "Behind  the  Winter  Olympics"  is 
in  the  mail.    Action  shots  on  the  Squaw  Valley  ski  runs  show  Forest  Service  Snow 
Rangers  using  recoilless  Army  guns  as  a  safety  device  to  knock  out  potentially 
oangerous  avalanches  of  snow. 

M      A180  "Research  in  the  News":    Featuring:     (l)  Dr.  Borthwick  explaining  Ms 
discovery  of  pigment  that  opens  door  to  man's  control  of  plant  growth-  (2)  Man" 
testing  forage  in  study  of  cloudy  weather  effect  on  cattle  growth:  (3)  Two  jars 
of  stored  wheat  in  demonstration  of  pesticide;  (k)  Diet  study  to  speed  research 
against  boll  weevil;  (5)  New  machine  to  open  cotton  bales;  (6)  New  stem-rust 
resistant  blue-grass;  (7)  New  row  crop  sprayer- duster .  (8)  Pigs  saved  from  VE 
and  (9)  Pest  eradication  permits  fumigation  tent  discard.    Nine  Pixs  with  Script 

Next  Week  "Research  Roundup"  -  Four  one-pix  —  one-min  featurettes-  (l) 
Shower  Service  for  Swine;  (2)  Machine  to  Measure  Meat  Tenderness;  (3)  Cheesecloth 
Holds  Water  -  and  How;  (k)  Getting  the  Jump  on  Hoppers. 

k-H  BOYS  AUD  GIRLS  TO  PERFORM  OVER  NETS 

k-K  Club  members  and  officials  will  be  jumping  into  nets  all 
over  during  the  k-K  Club  Week  starting  March  5.    A  special  kit  of 
k-K  Club  information  material  -  including  spot  announcements  - 
recently  went  to  a  list  of  250  radio-TV  stations.    If  you  didn't 
get  a  kit  and  would  like  one,  write  the  Federal  Extension  Service, 
USDA,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 

"Agriculture  USA"  will  feature  "A  Look  Ahead  at  the  k-K  Club 
Program '  over  stations  from  coast-to-coast  during  the  March  5 
weekend. 

"The  American  Farmer"  on  ABC  on  Sat.  March  5,  will  highlight 
interviews  with  some  of  the  Young  Stars  in  k-K  Work. 

"The  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  over  NBC  Sat.  March  5  will 
also  feature  k-K  Club  Week  as  it  begins. 

Of  course,  you  can  count  on  "Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Report" 
covering  the  running  story  over  the  Mutual  Network,  at  6:35-6:^5  a.m. 

5incerely,   / 


,ayne  Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  &  Television'Service 


